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A Letter to World Leaders who attend Leaders Summit on Climate 
 
Net-Zero Emission No Later Than 2050:  
No Goal is Too Ambitious, No One is Left Behind 
Indonesia Civil Society View on Climate Crisis 
 
Dear President Joe Biden and all the World Leaders, 
 
Yesterday, 21st April 2021, The Thamrin School Summit: Indonesia Civil Society View on Climate Crisis is 
held -with representatives from 40 organizations and individuals attended and presented their views. On 
behalf of the attendees, we would like to congratulate President Joe Biden and the other World Leaders 
for convening the Leader Summit on Climate. It is in our view that the meeting is timely and crucial in 
ensuring the global and consolidated efforts as stipulated in Paris Agreement five years ago. 
 
Your Excellencies, 
 
Some of us had witnessed to the World Leaders agreed to cut global emission to 45% below 2010 emission 
level by 2030. Nine years from now, nine years to save the Earth and its inhibitants. As we look at various 
reports from numbers of credible institutions, such as UNEP and IPCC, the windows to reach on average 
global temperature below 1.5 to 2 degree Celcius is getting smaller and smaller. Without Political Will and 
Ability to take ambitious target from leaders around the world, the future that we were visioning in Paris 
COP would only be an empty dream. 
 
The year of 2030 and 2050 are critical milestones that we set ourselves. It is milestone for each and every 
country to secure their contributions to global target, according to the principles of common but 
differentiated responsibilities and fair share. It is milestone for every international institutions and 
multilateral partnerships to come up with ideas and solutions for numbers of adequate financing and 
capacity development to support the global goal. Particularly for ensuring support for developing and 
vulnerable countries, whom at the moment are suffering from COVID-19 pandemic and at the greater 
risks to face disasterous impact of climate change in the near future. 
 
Your Excellencies,  
 
We think the President Joe Biden’s proposal to the World Leaders in establishing global low-emission, 
sustainable, inclusive and just development pathway is a very well-timing. To reach the future that free 
from climate crisis, a clear transformation path is greatly needed. Stakeholders aspirations, in particular 
from major emitted countries that at the sametime will face significant negative impacts of climate 
change, including Indonesia, should be highly considered in the decision making process that the world 
leaders would take to reach global goals. Transparency and accountability are critical to ensure that the 
selected strategies are implementable, fair and inclusive. 
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The COVID-19 crisis that countries facing is a great example that any government efforts should hand in 
hand  with the key stakeholders (both national and sub-national) in decision-making process. Every 
macroeconomics policy narrative would not reach its purposes without a clear translation into systematic 
and structural planning, with consideration to every unique characteristic that each region has. 
Transformational intervention is essential in developing strategic framework to ensure coherence and 
consolidated National Determined Contribution (NDC) targets, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) measures, complimented by adequate climate finance.  
 
Your Excellencies, 
 
Vulnerable groups (as stipulated in Paris Agreement) are playing pivotal role to any decision made by 
Leaders to ensure transformational intervention. These groups, including but not limited to: children and 
future generations, women, indigenous people, people with disabilities, poor communities, and elderly, 
that are indicated as those with relatively low climate resilience, are predicted to be the most impacted 
group.  
 
The groups’ voices, albeit loud but unheard of by many decision-makers, are major element of a successful 
low-emission, sustainable, inclusive, and equitable development planning and implementation. Their 
voices are major element of a successful low-emission, sustainable, inclusive and equitable development 
planning and implementation. Their voices should no longer be considered voiceless. It is highly important 
to take their considerations, strengthen their capacities and socio-economic access and take the necessary 
adaption steps to prepare for climate crisis. This includes the potential of environmental migration, 
climate refugees, compromising health and disruption to children’s educations. 
 
COVID-19 pandemic shows us that crisis cannot be overcome by clustering problem and solution and 
working in silo. To achieve the ambitious goal that we set ourselves will require collaboration and 
inclusiveness. In short, every ambitious goal can be achieved when no one is left behind. 
 
Your Excellencies, 
 
Yesterday, during the Thamrin School Climate Crisis Summit, community leaders, scientists, practitioners, 
planners, development specialist, environmental defenders, health experts, elderly, disability groups, 
students, journalists, young leaders, and many others in Indonesia have shared their aspirations and 
delivered key takeaways on how we could, together and in collaboration, overcome the current and future 
climate crisis. 
 
Here are what we think should be considered by all of you, Our World Leaders, during your discussion 
today and tomorrow: 
 
First of all, a Long-Term Strategy should be based on what the end receiver of the potential crisis would 
need when it happens.   
 
Long-Term Strategy must portray a value in favor of justice and a moral imperative that has been shown 
by science and practice. These has been practices of a civilized society that life on earth is an 
interdependent unity. Disconnected and unhinged views to the reality will also lead to the extinction of 
our supporting living system. 
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Climate crisis is no longer a chapter in scientific paper, or a garnish on a disaster-slash-science-fiction 
movie. It is here, and it is real. However, new climate policies are still lacks of ambitions and based on 
exclusive and disconnected assessments. At least, that is what we feel here. Governments need to provide 
a clear signs to lead actions in reaching Net Zero Emission Level no latter than 2050. 
 
Countries that are both emitter and vulnerable, such as Indonesia, have the upper hand to provide a 
comprehensive and coherent Long-Term Strategy. Climate ambitious target will allow space to build 
ecosystem resilience and avoid irreversible impact. Government needs to focus on its strategy to reach 
the Net-Zero Emission as fast as possible. The ambition shall not be based only on mathematical emission 
equation but on strong leadership and political will to shift early as part our generation’s debt to the next.  
Even 2050 might be too late for some of the vulnerable ecosystem or communities, so a delay is even 
more impossible. 
 
Secondly, transparancy and accountabiliy of high-quality and continously updated Data, Information, 
and Science of Climate Change. 
 
Science should provide additionality for a long-term purpose, and not only for short-term outputs. This 
will require high quality data and information to share better climate change literacy for all and every level 
of society. Borderless science will open space for problem-solving oriented development. Scientific 
collaboration that used open science principle is critical, particularly in sharing data and methodology. 
 
Technology is a central for measure to solve climate crisis, including on finding the alternative energy. 
Technology is also used to strengthen country’s emission reduction validation and verification 
mechanism. This is very relevant for Indonesia, and most likely for others.  
 
Last but not least,  moonshoot science can be use to expand sciences influences. Science should be the 
guidance to reach the glory of nations. 
  
Thirdly, improving Climate Resilience and Disaster Risk Management can only be effective if the key 
actors are involved in decision-making process. 
 
Vertical and horizontal policy disharmonization is the weak link in efforts to improve country and 
community resiliences toward climate change. At many cases in Indonesia, new policies are actually 
creating setbacks instead of solution. The lack of attention to build strong institutional arrangement and 
effective resource capacity management are the loopholes to efficient public policy development, 
including climate strategies.  
 
Sub-national administrative units at the smallest level, such as Cities and Municipalities, should focus their 
efforts to build innovations and creative solutions capacity. Action plans should not be constrained by 
administrative borders and task divisions. We should provide landscape view on how to create priorities 
and solution in developing sustainable and green economy. Using local knowledge and wisdom will 
provide leverage in selecting green technology. Financial schemes and innovations shall be arranged to 
support and ensure optimal use of tailored-made and local-based technology, and not to maximize the 
use of old, fossil-based, or expensive ones. 
 
Every plan has to fit into the big puzzle of what we called as climate change framework, embedded as a 
structure to the development planning and budgeting system. Cities and Districts are not objects of 
development interventions. They are main players and part of decision makers to manage climate crisis. 
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To reach on an ideal climate resilience, we would need strong, focused and deliberated instruments, with 
updated, transparent, and accountable data and information.  
 
Fourthly, Green Economy and Investment require commitments to achieve high quality performances 
that will support net-zero emission and sustainability, including involvement of Non State Actors. 
 
Indonesia has a set of modalities to perform sustainable, fair, and inclusive Green Economic Development, 
including access to foreign capital. Global sustainable financing scheme, including investment, should be 
seen as catalyst for the countries to fulfill their commitment in achieving net-zero emission in much 
ambitious timeframe. This can be accessed if Indonesia has comprehensive and coherent views on climate 
commitment, policies to support clean industry and clear implementation steps to move away from high-
emission industry.  
 
Providing creative, forward-looking, out-of-the-box, green, and sustainable business models is part of the 
much needed catalysts. Commercial and social enterprises need supports to find these models. It also 
imperative to postulate link to circular economy that will not only reduce waste and emission, but also 
playing critical role to ensure the business to achieve restorative and regenerative conditions. 
 
And lastly -but not least, the critical role of religions, cultures, and indigenous values in supporting green 
and sustainable lifestyle. 
 
Indonesia is a land of diverse cultures, beliefs, indigenous communities, and religions. History shows that 
our ancestors used to manifest the differences into a blend of rich, collective, and complemented wisdom 
and value, with a strong commitment to protect the nature. However in the era of globalization,  such 
values are being challenged with capitalism that promotes exploitation and overlooks social  justice.  
 
Our father -the forest, Our mother -the land, Our blood - the river; are the victims of those greed and 
injustices. To overcome this, we need to have spiritual and cultural repentance of all to feel sufficient, and 
by doing so transforming individual piety into social piety. Allowing space for humanity to raise concern 
on this climate crisis would accelerate the change of behavior, using different but coherent wisdom and 
knowledge. 
 
President Joe Biden, Our President Joko Widodo, and other World Leaders, we -people with different 
religions, culture, and beliefs- are no longer voiceless neither faceless. We would like to act accordingly 
and  contribute in our way. The way that creates a more sustainable world for our children regardless of 
creeds, cultures and beliefs 
 
Your Excellencies,  
 
These aspirations may not be unique as many similar issues are also faced by other countries, mainly the 
developing ones. In that context, we urge the world leaders to take these aspiration into the forefront of 
your discussion during the Leaders Summit on Climate and beyond. 
 
Again, we congratulate you for convening this important and urgently need Leaders Summit on Climate. 
We wish you a pleasant and fruitful discussion that will lead to our free-climate crisis future. All of you, 
together, have the honors to carry responsibilities on shifting the global trends toward a future that free 
from climate crisis. A shared responsibility that could be a history of how leaders create better world for 
nature and the future generation.  
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As we agreed to take on this year Earth Day’s theme: “Together, We Can Restore Our Earth.”, Let’s join 
hands to ensure that the ambitious 2050 goal will be delivered, with no one is ever left behind again. 
 
Indonesia, 22 April 2021 
 
Thamrin School of Climate Change and Sustainability 
 

 
 
Farhan Helmy  
Chairperson 
 
This letter CCed to participated leaders in the Summit: 

1. Prime Minister Gaston Browne, Antigua and Barbuda 
2. President Alberto Fernandez, Argentina  
3. Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Australia     
4. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh 
5. Prime Minister Lotay Tshering, Bhutan 
6. President Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil     
7. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Canada           
8. President Sebastián Piñera, Chile  
9. President Xi Jinping, People’s Republic of China     
10. President Iván Duque Márquez, Colombia     
11. President Félix Tshisekedi, Democratic Republic of the Congo 
12. Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, Denmark  
13. President Ursula von der Leyen, European Commission 
14. President Charles Michel, European Council 
15. President Emmanuel Macron, France         
16. President Ali Bongo Ondimba, Gabon         
17. Chancellor Angela Merkel, Germany  
18. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India     
19. President Joko Widodo, Indonesia       
20. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel 
21. Prime Minister Mario Draghi, Italy     
22. Prime Minister Andrew Holness, Jamaica 
23. Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Japan   
24. President Uhuru Kenyatta, Kenya       
25. President David Kabua, Republic of the Marshall Islands 
26. President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, Mexico   
27. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, New Zealand 
28. President Muhammadu Buhari, Nigeria         
29. Prime Minister Erna Solberg, Norway  
30. President Andrzej Duda, Poland   
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31. President Moon Jae-in, Republic of Korea      
32. President Vladimir Putin, The Russian Federation   
33. King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
34. Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Singapore 
35. President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, South Africa  
36. Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, Spain 
37. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Turkey 
38. President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, United Arab Emirates 
39. Prime Minister Boris Johnson, United Kingdom 
40. President Nguyễn Phú Trọng, Vietnam     
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ATTACHMENT 
THAMRIN SCHOOL CLIMATE CRISIS SUMMIT 2021 : PROGRAMME AND SPEAKERS. 
 

PROGRAMME Speakers 
Introduction to Summit 1. Farhan Helmy (Thamrin School) 
Session-1 : Long-Term Strategy and 
Net-Zero Emissions. 

1. Ahmad Arif (Kompas) 
2. Andri Wibisana (University of Indonesia) 
3. Dino Patti Jalal (FPC Indonesia) 
4. Fabby Tumiwa (IESR) 
5. Hariadi Kartodiharjo (IPB University) 
6. Nur Hidayati (WALHI) 
 
Chair: Mas Achmad Santosa (Thamrin School) 
Co-chair: Josi Katarina (IOJI) 

Session-2: Views and Statement on 
Climate Crisis 

 

Session 2-A: 
Statement from Unheard Voices 
 

1. Aden Achmad (Disability Activist) 
2. Anis Hidayah (Migran Care)  
3. Didi Yakub (phi-LAB for social movement and innovation) 
4. Ina Juniarti (Bandung System Dynamic Boothcamp/BSDB) 
5. Melisa Kowara (Extinction Rebellion) 
6. Mina Susana Setra (AMAN) 
7. Sring Atin (Indonesian Migrant Workers Union, Hongkong). 
 
Chair: Sita Supomo (Thamrin School) 
Co-chair: Pardi Pay, (Forest Watch Indonesia)  

Session 2-B: 
Science of Climate Change and 
Sustainability; and the Role of 
Academicians  

1. Akhmad Riqqi (Bandung Institute of Technology) 
2. Edvin Aldrian (IPCC) 
3. Hendra Gunawan (Bandung Institute of Technology) 
4. Jan Sopaheluwakan (LIPI) 
5. Perdinan (IPB University) 
6. Riyanti Jalante (IPCC) 
7. Yanuar Nugroho (ALMI)  
 
Chair: Giorgio Indarto (Thamrin School) 
Co-Chair:  Sisilia Nurmala Dewi (350.org) 
 

Session 2-C: 
Climate Resilience and Disaster 
Risk Management 
 
 
 

1. Ahmad Safrudin (KPBB) 
2. Andi Simarmata (IAP) 
3. Ari Mochmad (ICLEI Indonesia),  
4. Dian Afriyanie (Lokahita) 
5. Gita Syahrani (Lingkar Temu Kabupaten Lestari),  
6. Irma Hidayana (Lapor Covid19) 
7. Jonathan Lassa (Charles Darwin University)  
8. Laode Syarief (Partnership for Governance Reform)  
9. Yosi Amelia (Madani Berkelanjutan) 
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Chair: Eka Melisa (Thamrin School) 
Co-chair: Torry Kuswandono  (Perkumpulan Pikul)  
 

Session 2-D: 
Green Economic, Investment & 
Role of Non-State Actors 
 
 
 

1. Fitrian Ardiansyah (IDH)  
2. Gema Minang (Setali Indonesia) 
3. Jaya Wahono (CPI) 
4. Sonny Mumbunan (WRI Indonesia) 
5. Timer Manurung, (Auriga) 
6. Tiza Mafira (Climate Policy Initiative)  
7. Tri Mumpuni (IBEKA)  
8. Urip Haryanto (Poros Nusantara) 
9. Hayu Prabowo (LH MUI Pusat) 
 
Chairs: Jalal (Thamrin School) 
Co-chairs: Jasmine Puteri (RFN) 
 
 

Session 2-E: 
Critical Role of Religions, Culture 
and Indigenous Values 
 

1. Amanda Katili Niode (Climate Reality Indonesia)  
2. Andar Manik (Jendela Ide) 
3. Andri Hernandi (Komunitas Penghayat Aliran Kebatinan 

Perjalanan) 
4. Atnike Sigiro (Jurnal Perempuan) 
5. Laetania Belai Djandam (Dayak Youth)  
6. John Muhammad (Partai Hijau)  
7. M Ali Yusuf (HFI-LPBINU) 
8. Misi Misiah (Kapal Perempuan) 
9. Nana Firman (GreenFaith, USA) 
 
Chair: Victor Rembeth (Komisi PRB PGI) 
Co-chairs: Hening Parlan (PP Aisyiah) 
 

 


